
St Joseph’s  
Primary School 

Gayndah 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students 

 

Welcome to Week 6 and all that it offers for your child/ren’s learning. 

 

MARY, HELP OFCHRISTIANS  

 

Tomorrow, 24 May, is the Feast Day of Mary, Help of Christians, the patron saint of Australia.  

Mary is the servant helper of Christ, as Help of Christians.  For this reason, for no other, she “will be blessed by all 

generations”.  She is the binding link that ties the human family together as a community of mutual help. 

The title “Mary, Help of Christians” has a Mary-Church theme that has been an integral part of the faith life of the 

Christian Community. The Marian quality stamped on the early Australian church by dignity and strength of means 

by the early Catholic penal settlers seems very appropriate. Over the years we have come to call Australia’s mother 

church in Sydney, “St Mary’s”.  The foundation stone reminds us that the original title was “Mary the Immaculate, 

Help of Christians. 

 

In this remarkable way, Australia became: the first nation in the world to have as Patroness, “Mary, Help of Christians”; the first church 

to celebrate May 24th on a national scale; the first country to have a Mother Church under this same title. It is in her patroness role, that 

we can see in Mary “the calm vision and reassuring word for modern man”.  (Marialis Cultus) 

 

Mary in the Gospels; what Virtues does she show? 

Most Humble (Lk 1:48) 

Most Faithful (Lk 1:45; Jn 2:5) 

Most Obedient (Lk 1:38; 2:21, 2:27) 

Most Patient (Jn 19:25) 

Most Merciful (Lk 1:39,56 

 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATIOIN WEEK 27 May – 3 JUNE 

 

As Australians, we are all here, woven into this country. As part of our reconciliation journey, there  

are truths to tell, stories to celebrate, and relationships to grow. Reconciliation is at the heart of our nations’ 

future. Each year National Reconciliation Week (NRW) celebrates and builds on the  

respectful relationships shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians.   

 

The dates that bookend the week are significant milestones in the reconciliation journey. 

May 27 

marks the anniversary of Australia’s most successful referendum and a defining event in our nation’s history. 

The 1967 referendum saw over 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the Commonwealth the power to make 

laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and recognise them in the national census. 

3 June 

Commemorates the High Court of Australia’s landmark Mabo decision in 1992, which legally recognised that Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples have a special relationship to the land - 

a relationship that existed prior to colonalisation and still exists today. This recognition  

paved the way for land rights or Native Title. 

 

This year during National Reconciliation Week, Reconciliation Australia invites all Australians to 

learn more about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories, to share that knowledge and help us grow as a nation. 

 

Don’t Keep History a Mystery: Learn. Share. Grow” explores history hidden just beneath the surface, ready and waiting to be 

uncovered. This National Reconciliation Week learn more about the Australian story. This year’s campaign highlights some of the lesser 

known aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander, histories, cultures, and achievements, to prompt Australians to ask themselves: 

what are some of the things I don’t know about our shared history 

Principal’s Letter to Parents 

Newsletter Date 
Wednesday 

23rd May 2018 

 
2018 Term Two 

Week Six 



 

NATIONAL SORRY DAY - MAY 26 

 

On our pathway towards reconciliation, Sorry Day on 26 May is an important moment to remember the past policies of forced child 

removal. Here, we reflect on the sad and painful history of the Stolen Generations and recognise moments of resilience, healing and 

the power of saying Sorry.  

Did you know?  

·The first Sorry Day was held on 26 May 1998—exactly one year after the Bringing Them Home Report was presented to the 

Parliament.  

·The Bringing Them Home Report was the result of an inquiry into the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from 

their families, and recommends both an apology to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and reparations.  

·The term “Stolen Generations” refers to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians who were forcibly removed, as children, 

from their families by government, welfare or church authorities and placed into institutional care or with non-Indigenous foster 

families.  

·The forced removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children began as early as the mid-1800s and continued until the 1970s.  

·Tasmania is the only state that has introduced a state-based reparation scheme specifically for members of the Stolen Generations 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

To Mrs Suze McGregor for celebrating the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist at Mass last Sunday. 

 

PREP 2019 ENROLMENTS  

 

Prep Enrolments for 2019 are currently being accepted. An interview will be scheduled after parents have submitted the enrolment 

application. Families who have a child due to commence Prep in 2019, need to submit enrolment applications to ensure a placement 

for your child.  

 

COFFEE CONVERSATIONS WITH THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 

Friday fortnightly we have assembly at 2:30pm. Parents are invited to gather with a member of the Leadership Team at 2:00pm for a 

friendly chat and an opportunity to ask any questions about St. Joseph’s and related questions to Learning and Teaching in the 21st 

Century. The first Coffee Conversation will be held this Friday 25 May in front of the tuckshop.  

 

Wishing you every blessing for this week 

 

 

Terese 



 

 

  
 

 

SORRY DAY 

This Friday, our students will acknowledge Sorry Day with an assembly and Liturgy of the Word. 

Every year, we join together as a school community and as a nation to say we are sorry, remembering 

the wrongdoings against the Stolen Generations and their families, recognising the pain and 

suffering they have endured, and acknowledging the lessons we have learned from a very dark era in 

Australia’s history. It is also a day to commemorate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s 

history, and celebrate their survival, culture and community. We must recognise that we all have a 

role to play, no matter how small, to recognise the richness and diversity of the First Nation’s 

cultures of this land. Our Year 4 students will be leading us in prayer and we hope you can join us 

this Friday at 2:30pm in our hall.  

 

WELLNESS WEEK @ ST JOSEPH’S 

In Week 8 of this, students and staff will participate in a 

“Wellness Week” at school. Given the 11-week duration of the 

term, it is important that we support our student’s physical, 

mental and spiritual health, and whilst we already do this well 

throughout the school, a particular emphasis will be placed on 

this during Week 8. Students will participate in more physical 

activity through a “Jump Rope for Heart” workshop and 

school disco, encouraged to eat more vegies and participate 

in whole-school meditation…just to name a few. More 

information will come home in next week’s newsletter, so 

keep an eye out! 

 

ATHLETICS  

As we approach the halfway mark of this term, athletics is beginning to take shape through our 

Athletics Program and PE lessons. This year, our school Athletics carnival is to be held on Friday, 22 

June and it will be held on our school grounds. A timetable of the day will be made available in the 

next week.  

We are always looking for volunteers to assist on the day. Please email me at 

rmoconnor@bne.catholic.edu.au if you can assist with one or any of the following: 

 

Set up 

 

Event support (e.g. raking the long jump pit, rearranging equipment, scoring, marshalling etc.) 

 

Pack down 

 

I look forward to hearing from you! 
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ATTENTION PREP PARENTS: AEDC 

Lastly, every three years since 2009, the Australian Government has undertaken a census of all 

children in their first year of full-time schooling...this would mean our Prep students. This 

information is used to identify communities where families and children may require extra 

support and to help shape the future and wellbeing of Australian children.  

 

Each census year, teachers use an Early Development Instrument, which is a series of specific 

questions, using their knowledge and observations of the children in their class. Children do not 

lose any class time and parents are not required to provide any additional information to the 

school. 

For the AEDC (Australian Early Development Census), your child’s data will be combined with data 

about the other children living within Gayndah and surrounding towns. AEDC results for individual 

children are not reported and the AEDC is not used as an individual diagnostic tool. This means 

that an individual child report is not produced. The value of the AEDC is that it provides 

information for schools, communities and governments to pinpoint the services, resources and 

support for children and families to help shape the future and wellbeing of Australian children. 

A note with further information will be coming home today to our Prep parents, but if you have 

any further queries or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact me or Marti Lazaro…we are 

happy to answer any questions. 

 

Keep smiling 

 

Bec  

What ’s happening….. 
 

Family Reading Morning 
Friday 25 May, 8:40am 

Sorry Day Assembly  

Friday 25 May, 2:30pm 

Year 4/5/6 Mass  

Thursday 7 June, 9am  

Prep Liturgy 

Thursday 14 June, 2:30pm  

Athletics Day 

Friday, 22 June 
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FROM THE OFFICE: 

 Don’t forget to ‘follow’ our St. Joseph’s P & F Facebook page!  

 If you would like a Direct Debit form for 2018 school fees, please let the office know. 

 

FINANCE NEWS:  Fee notices were issued  in Week 4, and payment is due this Friday May 

25.  Payment can be made by cash, cheque, eftpos, direct credit or direct debit payments.  If you 

would like to discuss repayment options please phone the office.  For parents of students in Years 5/6 

please note that the Canberra camp portion of your invoice is not due this Friday, it is due by the 31st 

July. 

 

TUCKSHOP 

A very big thank you to this week’s Tuckshop helpers: Hayley Ahern, Karen Mendoza, Lisa Baker and 

Sarah Webster 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support of Book 

Fair this year.  We sold over $1400.00 worth of books which gained us over $400.00 

worth of new books for our library, which is fantastic for our school and our 

learners. 

Today is National Simultaneous Reading Morning which we celebrated by reading 

“Hickory Dickory Dash” by Tony Wilson in Library lessons. We then wrote our own version of this 

story.  

 

On Friday the 25
th

 of May, we will be having our Family Reading Morning from 8.40 am to 9.00 

am which will then be followed by our competition winners Book Prize Presentations. Our dress up 

day has been postponed to another time. 

Have a great day and happy reading. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Mrs Madden and Mrs McGregor 
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SOCCER-SOCCER-SOCCER 

Gayndah Junior Soccer 2018 social season kicks off Thursday 10th May!  

All school age children welcome - Primary and High School! 

Training every Thursday 4-5pm at Gayndah Sports Fields. Season fees only 

$25 (due after 2 weeks) Contact Laine Collins 0428 931 151 

 

 

 

TENNIS HOT SHOTS:  

Vacancies exist each Friday afternoon for Term 2, 2018 at the Gayndah Tennis complex, 

Barrow Street, for players, to come and join Tennis Australia's National program, 

conducted by Bundaberg Tennis Academy Tennis Professional, Kevin Banner, with lots 

of fun & games to suit all levels.  Cardio Tennis from 6:20pm - 7:30pm also available! 

Registration is essential.  Phone Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409 520753 
 

 

 

 

 ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2018 

Term 1: Tuesday 23 Jan-

uary to Thursday 29 

March (10 weeks) 

Term 2: Tuesday 17 April 

to Friday 29 June (11 

weeks) 

Term 3:  Tuesday 17 July 

to Friday 21 September 

(10 weeks) 

Term 4: Tuesday 9 Octo-

ber to Friday 7 December 

(9 weeks) 
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